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The Historical Society Calendar for 2026, Save the Date! 

January 16 
5:30-6:30 

Friday Night Lecture Series with Ellen Lloyd 
Trover on the Shumway Ranch 

February 14 
11-12 

Modernism Week and the Hyperbolic 
Paraboloid roofline at the MW CAMP 
theater – for tickets go to: 
modernismweek.com/2026/films-lectures/steel-structure-and-ambition-
hyperbolic-paraboloid 

February 19 
2-5 PM 

Modernism Week and the Breeze Block 
Garden at the Museum –  
for free tickets go to:  
modernismweek.com/2026/unique-experiences/breeze-blocks-are-back 

February 20 
5:30-6:30 

Friday Night Lecture – Desert Artists 

March 6 
5:30-6:30 

Friday Night Lecture with Gary Powers, Jr.: 
“The End of WWII and the Origins of the 
Cold War” 

April 17 
5:30-6:30 

Friday Night Lecture – Chiriaco Summit and 
the Patton Museum (1988-present) 

April 19 
11:30-2:30 

Spring Picnic in the Park(ing) Lot and 
Member Meeting 

May 15 
5:30-6:30 

Friday Night Lecture - TBD 

 

https://modernismweek.com/2026/films-lectures/steel-structure-and-ambition-hyperbolic-paraboloid/
https://modernismweek.com/2026/films-lectures/steel-structure-and-ambition-hyperbolic-paraboloid/
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President’s Letter 
 

We’ve had several events so far this season, and look forward to more. We opened 

the museum in October with high attendance for the month compared to prior 

years. We had a wonderful meal at Mitch’s on El Paseo at our annual Fall Luncheon 

and fundraiser. We had a great turnout, many thanks to all who attended. Special 

thanks to the volunteers who helped to make it successful.  

 

Modernism Week 2026 has two events we hope you will attend, one at the 

Firehouse Museum and one in Palm Springs. Our Breeze Block Garden event is on February 19th, from 2-5. this 

is a free event, registration is at https://modernismweek.com/2026/unique-experiences/breeze-blocks-are-

back/  We have more than doubled the patterns on display, as we added Phase 2 of the Garden in 2025. The 

other event is on February 14 from 11-12 at the Modernism Week CAMP theater at the Grand Hyatt. Several 

HSPD members are involved in the Coachella Valley Preservationists group. The CVP is hosting a lecture on 

Hyperbolic Paraboloid rooflines; this should be fascinating. Luke Leuschner is one of three speakers and the 

Walter S. White-designed Wilcockson house in Indio will be featured, as well as the Tramway service station in 

Palm Springs and the Maranz house in Rancho Mirage. This event is $25, a portion of which will go to support 

the CVP. Tickets can be ordered at https://modernismweek.com/2026/films-lectures/steel-structure-and-

ambition-hyperbolic-paraboloid/ 

 

We are continuing our Friday Night Lecture Series at the Palm Desert Library, check our calendar for details. 

January is Ellen Lloyd Trover speaking on the Shumway Ranch. And, we all are looking forward to our annual 

Spring Picnic and member meeting at the museum parking lot, details to follow. 

See you soon,          David Toltzmann 

 

Nominations Now Being Accepted 

Did you ever want to serve on a nonprofit board of directors? Are you interested in Palm Desert history, and 

giving back to your community? Nominations are now being accepted for Director, one of 15 that comprise the 

board of the Historical Society of Palm Desert. The HSPD has a “working” board; come bring your energy and 

talents to the organization! Board terms are four years. You can self-nominate or nominate someone you know 

who would be interested, and the Nominating Committee will contact them. To nominate or to find out more, 

call Nominating Committee Chair Erika Sharp at (760) 341-9522. Deadline for nominations is January 15, 2026. 

 

Oral History Project Needs You! 

We are looking for residents who would like to participate in our Oral History Project by being interviewed. Have 

you lived in Palm Desert for years? Do you have a few good stories? We would be honored to interview you – or 

perhaps you can suggest such a person. It’s fun, and after the interview is edited, you will receive a free e-copy 

to share with family and friends. Contact Leslie at lesliedeane@usa.net .  

https://modernismweek.com/2026/unique-experiences/breeze-blocks-are-back/
https://modernismweek.com/2026/unique-experiences/breeze-blocks-are-back/
https://modernismweek.com/2026/films-lectures/steel-structure-and-ambition-hyperbolic-paraboloid/
https://modernismweek.com/2026/films-lectures/steel-structure-and-ambition-hyperbolic-paraboloid/
mailto:lesliedeane@usa.net
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Grand Re-Opening for the Season 

The Firehouse Museum re-opened for the season on October 3rd, and on the 11th an 

Opening Day Reception was held. Visitors enjoyed light refreshments and perused the 

exhibits, old and new. A special tribute to the plein air artists who flocked to the desert to 

paint landscapes in the 1940’s, 50’s and 60’s was the featured new exhibit this year, with 

some never-before-seen artwork and drawings from the Society’s archives and from a 

special donation. Also featured was recently-donated furniture from the Shumway Ranch.  

Fall Luncheon at Mitch’s on El Paseo 

The annual Fall Luncheon and fundraiser was held at Mitch’s on El Paseo, a 

favorite venue for this event, on November 13th. The photo at right shows HSPD 

Board member Laine Floan and Administrative Volunteer Mary Young at the 

reception table welcoming guests. The Opportunity Drawing was a huge success, 

and the food and camaraderie was excellent. Thanks to all who participated this 

year, with special thanks to Barbara Keedy-Eastes, who puts it all together each year. This is our biggest fundraiser 

of the year, and helps to support the mission of the Historical Society.  

Architecture and Design Committee Report 

The new year brings opportunities to build up our resources at the museum, and you can 

help! If you find a heritage house or building, particularly from the mid-century, please take 

a photo of it, noting the address. A member of the A&D Committee will follow up. Many 

buildings are under threat of demolition or extensive remodeling, and noting their original 

state can be very useful. We remain concerned about the preservation of our wonderful  

architectural treasures in Palm Desert and we appreciate every assistance in cataloguing 

them. You can forward your pictures to info@hspd.org, put A&D Committee in the subject line. 

       Linda Holden Clode, Chair, A&D Committee 

 

Archivist’s Corner 

This year we continue to cull (deaccession) items not related to the mission of the Historical 

Society, digitize files and organize the research files. We also work on new donation 

organization and photo scanning. We have vintage photos in our collection that need to be 

scanned and described. If you'd like to help, we’d love to have you as a volunteer. 

 

In addition to those projects, we have a new Archival Fast Scanner, so we are ready to pilot 

digitizing family photos (for HSPD members only). You'll need to prepare your photos in 

advance: 1) Gently remove dust and debris from your documents. 2) Remove paper clips, staples, tape and other 

fasteners. 3) Straighten your documents. 4) Organize and group them by size. Documents of the same size can 

be scanned, front and back, in a rapid feed scanner. Fragile documents are best scanned on a flatbed scanner. 

By organizing and preparing your documents you will maximize your time and preserve more family memories 

during your digitizing session. If you would like to be one of the first to try this out, contact the HSPD at 760-346-

6588 and leave a message, or contact me directly at archivist@gmail.com. 

        Rochelle McCune, HSPD Archivist 

mailto:info@hspd.org
mailto:archivist@gmail.com
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Coachella Valley Preservationists to Present at Modernism Week 

On February 14 the Coachella Valley Preservationists will make their first Modernism Week presentation in honor 

of founder Robert Zafran, who passed away last May. Zafran founded the group 10 years ago; it comprises 

representatives from organizations throughout the Coachella Valley who are interested in preservation that 

includes historical societies, museums and architecture preservation groups.  

“Robert was a gentleman who was passionate about architecture of all periods. He was one of the founding 

members of the Rancho Mirage Historic Resource Commission and remained active in the preservation scene, 

bringing various groups together to exchange information at his CVP quarterly meetings,” said Dick Burkett, a 

founder of Palm Springs Architectural Alliance. “He will be missed, but the group has committed to taking his 

work forward.”  

The presentation, “Steel, Structure and Ambition: The Hyperbolic Paraboloid Takes Shape in the Coachella 

Valley,” will demonstrate how modernism occurred simultaneously throughout the desert cities and highlight 

some surprising revelations. As Modernism spread throughout the Coachella Valley, three different architects 

proposed a new shape for three different clients who were brave enough to build these structures, all preserved 

today. This shape, the hyperbolic paraboloid, summed up all the optimism, technological prowess and 

architectural modernism of postwar America.  

This special panel features Volker M. Welter, author and architectural historian, Melissa Riche, author and 

founder of Preservation Mirage and architectural historian Luke Leuschner. With historical information, 

anecdotes, and visuals, each speaker will present three different case studies of structures defined by the 

hyperbolic paraboloid shape across the Coachella Valley: the Tramway Service Station by Albert Frey and Robson 

Chambers (Palm Springs, 1965), the Maranz Residence by Val Powelson (Rancho Mirage, 1961), and the 

Wilcockson House by Walter S. White (Indio, 1959). Put together, these three case studies will reveal the unique 

placement of the hyperbolic paraboloid within the history of the Coachella Valley’s modernism.  

The presentation will take place February 14 at 11AM at CAMP Modernism Week Theater at the Grand Hyatt in 

Palm Springs. Tickets are $25 at www.Modtix.com. Proceeds from ticket sales will be used to start the group’s 

website, www.coachellavalleypreservationists.org. For more information, contact Philip Monaghan at 

philipmonaghan@me.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HSPD Board 

Officers: David Toltzmann, President 

Beverly James, Vice President 

Merilee Colton, Secretary 

Tracey MacDonald, Treasurer 

Directors 

Linda Holden Clode, Nerl Porras, Erika 

Sharp, JoEllen Hughes, Christel Prokay, 

Charlie Franks, Barbara Keedy-Eastes, 

Leslie Roth, Laine Floan, Ellen Kane 

http://www.coachellavalleypreservationists.org/
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THESE BUSINESSES SUPPORT THE HISTORICAL SOCIETY – LET’S SUPPORT THEM! 
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Business members ($100 yearly) receive a free business card-sized ad in every issue of the 
newsletter, and the opportunity to place business cards and brochures in the museum. Larger 
display ads in the newsletter are available. Call the office at 760-346-6588 to find out more.  
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Would you like to be a member? Would you like to gift a membership? 

Fill out the information below and mail along with credit card information or a 

check payable to Historical Society of Palm Desert to: 

HSPD, P.O. Box 77, Palm Desert, CA 92261-0077 

OR 

Join or renew on our website: visit www.hspd.org and go to Get Involved/Become A Member 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------------------------------- 

 

Name  
 

 
 
 
 

Address  
 
 
 
 
City/State  

 
 
 

Zip Phone __________________ 
 
 
 
 
Email  _______________________________ 
 
 

 
Membership Level - July 1 to June 30 yearly 

 

 Individual $50 

 Family $60  

   Business $100 

   Patron $250 

   Lifetime $1000 

 

   Please contact me about volunteering  

 

 This is a change of address 
 

 

 

Signature:         Credit Card Number  

_____________________________________________________________      ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ 

               

 Exp Date     CVV  

_____________________________       ________________________ 

 

 

Historical Society of Palm Desert. P.O. Box 77, Palm Desert, CA 92261-0077     Phone 760.346.6588 

Email: hspd.firehouse@gmail.com        501c.3 Federal ID 95-3326699              Website: www.hspd.org 

 

http://www.hspd.org/
http://www.hspd.org/

