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Picnic in the Park
Sunday, April® saw the traditional Picnic in the Park celebration, and here is théogether in pictures!
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The HSPD Spring Picnic was a resounding success (as usual) with hamburgers and hot dogs and lodsnpiaggod he
Palm Desert Civic Center Park always makes for a fun and relaxing setting. (See photos on page one.)

Our annual summer party is coming up on Friday, July 14, at the Palm Desert Community Center on Por@ia) fiom
8:00 pm Sandwicheand drinks will be providednd you are encouraged to bring a side dish to kick it up a nttelmks
Emeril). We araccepting silent auction items so please, if you have items to donate, call the Firehouse3&i6&#B88
andleave a messagewe willmake arrangementsor pickup or dropoff. The theme this year is a Birthday Party to help
celebrate a very special pkthat is turning 50 this year.

Another party that is in the works, celebrating that same place, is coming up on Saturday, Sepiéthbéter|Porras

has been working very hard to promote this event on his Facebook pages. That party kicks off at &€tedarehouse
Museum and ends up with dinner at 6:00 pm at Casuelas Caf)3 Blighway 111 in Palm Desert. Please stay tuned on
Facebook for more information as we get closer to the September date.

| hope you have apadf A f £ SR & dzY YSNJ | yaReitheFof thieSe cBdbratdiive wilf ge yd2vden we
re-open in Octobelr Rob Pitchford

Photos on previous page&lockwise fom uppereft and circling the center phot®ob Pitchford, President and Hea
[/ 221T . FNDBFENY 9FaidSaQ akK2SaT uW-RBEt RoneMNdDarsFolkefstidaPD
presidents; Rochelle McCultSPDArchivist and David Toltzmann, \Heesident, talking shoseatedL-RErika
Sharp, Jo Ellen Hughesd Nerl Porras, Directors and Docents;dBgvamesHSPBecretary; Dan and Carol
Sanny, Docentsyith Bruce Jensen, center
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Matt Gonda
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' While | was born and raised in Metro Detroit, Michigan, I've caliedCoachella Valley home since
2007. | was drawn to the Valley for the economic opportunity (my wife had a great job lined up as
q a teacher in a rural east Valley school and we were foeglof college), the weather (our first trip
out here was in migApril after another brutal Michigan winter), and the food (I had one of the
~

best tacos of my life at a little taqueria off of Hwy 111 in Coachella on our first day in town).

I've always bee interested in 'local’ history. While going to college in Detroit | would give tours of
the city to friends at myniversity, showcasing things that had historical and social impact but that most people never
heard about- one of the more profound stopsasg the stilstanding Birwood Wall, which is a nondescript, fmaile long

wall built between two neighborhoods on the outskirts of the city in 1941 to separate white residents from black residents
underthe Redlining policies of the time. Now | enjearning about the history of the Valley and seeing how the names
and places in those stories connect to people and places | know and pass bgayeryeel incredibly fortunate to call

the desert home and look forward to continuing to explore the cotap history of tlis area.

Ed. Note: this is the sixth in a series of biographies about the Board members of the HSPD.
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Oral History Projecf023

Good news! The Historical Society of Palm Deskegacy Interview Project ig and running So far
“ there have been 20 interviews most of which are on the HSPD Ydwbe Channel at
('D www.youtube.com/@historicalsocietyofpalmdes351@r go to You Tube and search on Historical

(W Society of Palm Desert.
- )

We are interviewing local people to help honor the 50 years since the City of Palm Desert was
‘ Ay O2NLI2 NI G§GSR® h dzNJ "RBrive$ay\ GelSbrafioad NXomikgup, Soil ivéuld Bbve ton
hear from youand add to the interviews already completed. Would you like to be intervieweda®9 of our members

have great stories to tell. Do you know someone to suggest to us? We will contact thewmt aipdas interviewWe need

your help to complete this project.

Recentlyl interviewed Patrick Evard the show,Eye on the Desertt will be postedon You Tubeoon,along with the
others.We are interviewindocal peoplebut there isalsointerest inhearing frompeople who have beencéive in the
desert in any way, at any tim@&he interviewprocess isnformal and fun.lIt takes aboutone hour to do the filmingand
you get a free copy of thedited interview to keep orsend to your familyTo participate, gu can contact me by email
at lesliedeane@usa.nebr phone213.810.72281 hope to hear from you soon!

Leslie Roth, HSPD Oral Histori
Ed Note there are older interviewsom a HSP[19791982 oral history projecbn the Internet Archiv®igital Libraryat
www.archive.org enterdHistorical Society of Palm DeSein the Search baand listen to over 40 Palm Desert pioneers
tell their stories, from 190frward.

I NOKAGAAGQa / 2 NYSNJ

LGQa |ttt | o2 duihileive B the Afghike® Srélgiill phaBding away with our usual asset
organization digitization, preservation and findirgid activities, this summer is ALL about research
requests to prepare for the upcoming 50th Anniversary ofittterporation ofthe City ofPalm Desert
November 18, 1973

In addition to providing materials to our kit Committeeso they can refresh our exhibits for-re

121 SyAy3a Ay hOG20SNE ¢6SQNB fa2 NBaSINOKAy3
walking/driving tour this Fall y R @ssistiNgBe Oral History team bgutting together biographies the people they

have interviewed, including the folks interviewed in ther18-@@y n Qa ¢K2 OFy 0SS T2dAR 2y
GSQNBE y20 2dzad KSfLAYy3a ALK | {t5 LINRP2SOGaAZ 6SQNB LINP
Anniversary celebration.

2 SQNB Ff az2 g2 NYyAnyvarsad yrojectyahdiwe Bded heyme need writers and editors. S NB Q-dve ¢ K &
are planning to launch a new websitetime for the Anniversarwith a lot more history articles andther content. The
website project team would like to be able to post historic building profiles, point of interest profiles, Palm Desert
LyadAaiddziAz2ya LINBPFAfSazZ tlfyY 5SaSNI a[ SISyYyRaAE o0A2FNF LI
the Desert on the new website. To do this, the archives is putting together the research on a subject and the websi
manager will manage formatting and uploading the articles so the writers can do what they donbitet
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If you are willing to writer edit profiles or biographies, let us know. Once you pick your subject, the archives will provide
you with the researchdata needed. Contact us &tspd.firehouse@gmail.coand let us knowwhat you would be
interested in writing about, or if editing is your forte. Thank you!

Rochelle McCune, HSPD Archivist

IN MEMORIAM

(August 3, 1938February 22, 2023) Donald Harry Shayler, beloved husband of Katherine
Shayler, died peacefully after a long battle with cancer on February 22, 2023, in Palm
Desert. He was a proud resident of the Coachella Vabeyegionhe helped develp into

the bustling community that it is today.

Don received his degree in Civil Engineering from the University of California, Berkeley ir
MpcH® C2ff2gAy3 Ay KAia FlIGKSNDa F220adSLJ
civil engineering fiice in Palm Desert, where he dedicated his career to the development
of numerous residential and commercial projects that helped transform the desert.

Though his legacy can be seen throughout the Coachella Valley, he partienpyed his work athe Ironwood
Country Club and the expansion of the Bermuda Dunes Airport. In addition to his professional achievements, Don w
Ffaz2 | LIKAfIFIYOGKNRLAAGYS @2fdzyiSSNAY3I YdzOK 2F KA& GAYS
first community park (now called Magnesium Falls Park) which was endorsed by Dolores Hope. He was also active
adzLILR2 NI AY 3T GKS {LISOALFE hfeYLAOa LINmgitel tvombobid, fiepiyed with &
GKS T NBIF Q& {@YLK2yAO hNOKSaldNI o

In his retirement, Don dedicated his free time to his family and his passions, including traveling the western Unite(
States and Canada, summering in Idyllwild, and exploring natural wonders. His love for the Coachella Valley knew
bounds- he was an activeolunteer with the Historical Societf Palm Deserand he enjoyedhelping at theFirehouse
Museum and with the Mini Muster Program.

During his long battle with cancer, Don remained a beacon of fortitude and inspiration to his family. His sense of humc
will not soon be forgotten. Don is survived bigwife of 40 years, his two daughters Suzan $rvagnd Cynthia Haley,
and three grandchildren. Memorial gifts can be made to the Historical Society of Palm Biesenv.hspd.org

HSPD. OREERS ) HSPD MISSION STATEMENT
Rob Pitchford, President

David ToltzmannyicePresident f TO COLLECT, PRESERVE AND RECORD THE
Beverly James, Seetary {  HISTORY OF OUR CITY AND COMMUNITIES. AND
Susan Marie Webefreasurer TO PROVIDE ACCESS TO THE SOCIETY’'S ARCHIVES
DIFECTORS AND ARTIFACTS THROUGH EXHIBITS,

Linda Holden Clode, Juleen McElgunn, Don Gray PUBLICATIONS, PROGRAMS AND EVENTS

Matt Gonda, Nerl Porras, Jo Ellen Hughes, Erika
Sharp, Darrell Cozen, Wayn@o0nnor
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You Are Invited to Join the Historical Society of Palm Desert's

Midsummer "Birthday" Madness

Let's celebrate Palm Desert turning 50!

Friday, July 14, 2023 - 5-8 PM
5:00-5:30 Gathering - 5:30 Dinner

Portola Community Center 45480 Portola Avenue Palm Desert

It's a "Side Dish" Potluck this year! Please bring your favorite
Side Dish to share! (Optional

Sandwiches and drinks provided
COST: $10 Per Person

Members, Family & Friends are welcome!
An RSVP is requested by Monday, July 10th
760-346-6588 or email to hspd.firehouse@gmail.com
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OUR BUSINESS PARNTERST LETO0S SUPPORT TF

Stewart Fine Art

Jeff Frisco
Kevin E. Stewart

V””a’iwi:risco's Hair Designs
at Salon Suites

215 W. Mission Street
Santa Barbara, CA 93101

805 845-0255
fax 805 845-0369

stcwnr(fincan({l cox.net

Historic
Shadow Mountain Golf Club

Challenging, Fast & Fun!
Semi-Private Wind-Protected Walkable

For Information: smgcgenmgr@gmail.com

(760) 346-8242 73-800 Ironwood Street
Website: (at intersection of San Luis Rey)
shadowmtgc.com Palm Desert

760- 568 - 1403

Headquarters
85-711 Peter Rabbit Lane,

CARDIFF LIMOUSINE P.O. Box 266. Coachella, CA 92236

P. 760.398.8183 P. 800.305.1422

& TRANSPORTATIO F. 760.398.8184

christy@hiddenharvest.org

www.hiddenharvest.org
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THE PICTURE FRAMING EXPERTS

SUE DUFFY
Owner
44-489 TOWN CENTER WAY, SUITE A

PALM DESERT, CALIFORNIA 92260
(760) 773-9228 FAX (760) 674-0595

"An Adventure in Maps and Aerials”

Desert Map & Aerial Photo
Del & Lori Gagnon
Proprietors

E-mail: mapshop@aol.com
Phone (760) 346-1101
Fax (760) 346-6875

73-612 Highway 111
Palm Desert, CA 92260-4022

www. desertmapandaerial.com

Management Essentials

Susan Marie Weber
760.831.5416

Accounting Systems | Consulting | Nota

S
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MOLLER’S
GARDEN CENTER, inc.

72-235 Painter’s Path

Palm Desert, California 92260

(760) 346-0545 * Fax (760) 773-0425
www.mollersgardencenter.com
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